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CATCHING BEETLES WITH THE AID OF A BICYCLE WITH NOTES ON 
THE LEIODIDAE OF THE RHEINLAND 


By H. KLAPPERICH! 


Some years ago my activities were directed towards building up a 
collection of the beetles of the Rheinland. The abundance of members 
of the family Leiodidae in this area particularly attracted my attention. 

The first specimen of Leiodes calcarata Er. was captured on a warm 
May afternoon by beating the blossoms of a hawthorn bush, Crataegus 
oxyacantha, growing at the mouth of the Sieg river near Bonn. Shortly 
thereafter I captured a specimen of Leiodes obesa Schmidt on the cut 
trunk of a pine tree in the ‘‘Kotten-Forest’’ near Bonn. This species is 
a great rarity in the Rheinland. 

At the time of this early collecting I found an article in the ‘* Coleop- 
terologische Rundschau’’ (vol. 13, no. 3, p. 127) by Dr. A. Fleischer giv- 
ing directions for the collection of species of Leiodes and Colon. This 
article was of great interest to me. Fleischer’s instructions suggested 
that I look for these beetles in sunny glades, where the rays of the sun 
penetrated to the forest floor, a floor covered with dense cushions of 
moss or dense grass and other vegetation. The beetles live a secluded 
life among the roots of moss, grass, and in the mycelium of mushrooms 
and other fungus. 

Most species of leiodids appear before sunset when the shadows are 
long. They come out of the roots for mating. The earlier the shadows 
fall, the earlier the ‘‘truffie-beetles’’ appear. When twilight has changed 
to night the insects return to their lair. Therefore, at this latitude there 
are about two hours in which to capture these beetles. During rainy 
and windy weather no beetles appear. But when the weather is clear, 
warm and sunny, the collector will see these beetles in abundance. It 
was under such conditions that I collected leiodids from the spring of 
1928 until the fall of 1930. At the end of June in the spring of 1928 I 
collected near Résberg (Ville) within 10 minutes, 15 specimens of 
Lewodes calcarata and L. obesa. Further collecting always yielded more 
specimens of these two species. 

During the evening of June 6, 1930 by collecting in ““quaking-grass’’ 
(Briza media) and other plants at the edge of an oak woods within 
the “‘KXotten-Forest,’’ I captured the rare Leiodes scita Er. in the dense 
shade. This species is a new record for the Rhine Province. Mr. Horion 
reported capturing it at the same time of day in the moor of Lind near 
Wahn. 


1Kaiserstr.°229, Bonn, Germany. 
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Two hours is a short span of time, and too short to catch many 
Letodes. Some way must be found to increase the amount of collecting 
that can be done in this limited time. In the spring of 1931 I devised 
a means of collecting from a bicycle, thus enabling me to cover a larger 
area in a shorter time. By holding the net by the handle in the right 
hand, and steering the bicycle with the left hand, holding the net in 
such a manner as to allow the beetles to fall into the back part of the 
net, I was able to collect great numbers of. these beetles. Of course it 
is necessary to stop frequently and remove twigs and leaves from the 
net. It is recommended that the entire contents of the net be emptied 
into a tight paper bag and stored for future examination later in the 
laboratory. 

In my most frequently visited hunting preserve in the ‘“‘Kotten- 
Forest’’ with its broad, grass-covered forest roads, I was able to capture 
in one evening in June 25 Leiodes of several species. It is especially 
note-worthy that I was able to take in June and again at the end of 
July 1931 from a pine woods, two specimens of Triathron markela 
Schmidt. On August 27, 1931 I again caught by this method two L. 
scita. On August 29, 1931 I collected for the first time the rather rare 
Leiodes tripket Schmidt, six males and seven females. Likewise, on 
September 2nd, I caught three more females on low bushes growing on 
eravelly ground. Here these beetles were swarming from 7 to 8:30 p.m. 
On the following evening not a single specimen could be found in this 
same area. It appears that the swarming time was over. At other 
places in the ‘‘Kotten-Forest’’ I could not find a single specimen of 
these beetles. 

Besides the L. calacarata and L. obesa, I caught less frequently 
Leiodes lucens Frm., which also was a new record for the Rhein Prov- 
ince. Letodes dubia Kugel, which is described as very abundant in 
Reitter’s ‘‘Fauna Germanica’’ was captured only twice during the whole 
time. It was not until late in the fall that I came upon the finest and 
smallest species, Lewodes nigrita Schmidt. This species has a red pro- 
thorax and dark brown elytra. Mr. Jansen, in the ‘‘Seven-Mountains’’ 
found now and then Leiodes litura Steph. Mr. Schneider often sends 
Leiodes badia Strm. taken by sweeping over water at Overath on the 
Agger. So far, Leiodes ovalis Schmidt has been captured only in June 
from moist meadows of the upper Ahr valley near Kreuzberg. 

On the edge of a swampy meadow of the ‘‘ Kotten-Forest’’ I captured 
Agaricophagus cephalotes Schmidt, one specimen on August 2, 1930 and 
again two females on August 27, 1931 at the same spot. In addition, 
during these evening excursions, other relatives of Lewodes are captured, 
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such as Colenis immunda Strm. and the better species of Cyrtusa. 

Several times I have found in the bag of my net the best of our four 
indigenous species of Anisotoma, the A. castanea Hrbst. Conversely, 
the Colon species were very scarce and they remain so even now. Dur- 
ing the entire year 1931 I caught only two specimens, and these be- 
longed to the most common species, Colon brunnewm Latr. As a good 
addition, there were among the yield of Leiodes, one specimen of Pseu- 
deuglenus pentatomus Ths. new for Germany. Also new records for the 
Rheinland were Tropideres cinctus Payk. and Stenus scrutator Er. In 
the fall I was able to collect also by this method Mycetoporus baudueri 
and M. reyt, one specimen of Caridina triguttata Gyll. and Ptinus 
coarcticolus Strm. as well as many other common species. 


There are still at least ten species of Leiodes as yet undiscovered, 
which should occur in the Rheinland. Perhaps this report will inspire 
serious collectors to use the generally forgotten bicycle to help discover 
here, and in other countries new and interesting species of beetles, help- 
ing by this method to explore the habitat and inhabitants of their 
native soil. 


NOTES ON AUSTRALIAN COLEOPTERISTS1 


Mr. J. W. T. ARMSTRONG, of ‘‘Callubri,’’ Nyngan, N.S.W., is an amateur cole- 
opterist who has collected and studied Australian beetles for the past 28 years. His 
personal collecting efforts have so far been confined to the eastern half of N.S.W. 
and to Tasmania, with brief excursions into eastern Victoria and south-eastern 
Queensland. He is chiefly interested in the smaller more obscure families and has 
written a number of revisionary papers on the Australian Dermestidae. He is now 
engaged in a study of the Helodidae of the world and has already published one 
paper on Australian species while one on those from Japan is almost completed, and 
others dealing with South America and Africa have been commenced. He is equally 
mterested in the other groups that used to be associated under the name Dascillidae, 
and would appreciate the loan of specimens for study. 

Mr. H. W. Brown of Reid House, Reid Park, Mosman’s Bay, Sydney, has a large 
collection of Coleoptera accumulated over a lifetime of travel in nearly all parts of 
Australia, including very remote areas. His collection is especially rich in Ceram- 
bycidae, Buprestidae and Tenebrionidae. 

Mr. A. N. Burns of the National Museum, Melbourne, has a large and very finely 
housed private collection. While Coleoptera are well represented, the main emphasis. 
of the collection is on Lepidoptera and Hymenoptera. 

Dr. P. B. Carnu, Division of Entomology, C.S.I.R.O., Canberra, is interested in. 
the taxonomy of the Scarabaeoidea as a whole, with particular reference to the: 


1The following notes on Australian Coleopterists were compiled and submitted to 
the editor of the News Section by Dr. P. B. Carne, Division of Entomology, Common- 
wealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organization, Canberra, Australia. 
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Dynastinae and Rutelinae. He has completed a revision of the Australian species 
of the former subfamily and is at present studying a number of ruteline genera. 
His chief occupation is in studying the ecology of scarabs damaging pastures and 
crops, his present subject of study being the introduced African dynastine Hetero- 
nychus sanctae-helenae. A part time ‘study which he carries on as a continuing 
interest is the rearing of Scarabaeoid larvae and the association of the larval and 
adult stages; he hopes to publish a series of papers on the identification of such 
larvae. 

Mr. J. O. CAMPBELL of Clump Pt., via El Arish, North Queensland writes— 

‘I haven’t collected seriously for several years although my collection is still in 
very good condition. I still follow any journals or whatever printed matter I ean 
get hold of. My collection is a detailed one of Australian Lepidoptera and Coleop- 
tera and many of the species are represented by series. I collected all around 
Australia, New Guinea and adjacent islands.’’ 

Mr, J. MACQUEEN of Milmerran, S. Queenland is primarily a collector of Lepidop- 
tera, but has interests also in the Buprestidae. 

Mr. R. P. McMILLAN of ‘‘Melaleuea,’’ Burt Rd., Cannington, Western Australia 
is concerned with the collecting and study of inquiline coleoptera and also Bupres- 
tidae, the former being a winter and the latter a summer occupation. He is at 
present working on the classification of his collection of inquilines which numbers 
about 1500 specimens representing some 200 species. He is especially interested in 
the Pselaphidae and Histeridae. 

Mr. McMillan, although married and with a family, plans to attend the University 
to obtain a B.Sc. degree, and later to extend his collecting activities over much of the 
vast areas of Western Australia. He at present occupies the position of Hon. Asso- 
ciate Entomologist to the W. A. Museum in Perth. 

Mr. E. Surron of Fletcher, South Queensland has a large collection of Coleoptera, 
especially Buprestidae, but mostly unnamed. His home is on the highest part of South 
Queensland, almost on the border of granite country. His especial interest is in 
working out the life cycles of local Coleoptera. 

Dr. F. H. UTHER-BAKER of Canning Road, East Fremantle, W. A., is interested 
in the Cureulionidae of Australia, with especial reference to the W. Australian fauna. 
He hopes to revise the genus Leptopius for which study he is at present indexing 
the literature on the group. 

Mr. F. E. Wilson, of 28 Fernecroft Avenue, East Malvern, Victoria, is one of the 
best known private collectors in Australia. His magnificent collection, covering a 
very wide field, is rich in Coleoptera from all parts of Australia and contains a 
great deal of type material in this and other Orders. ‘‘Ras’’ as he is familiarly 
known to all Australian entomologists, is always at home to interested entomologists 
visiting Melbourne, and his cabinet and booklined study has been the scene of many 
a fruitful discussion on both taxonomic and ecological problems with both amateur 
and professional entomologists. 


| 


